September 8, 2025

Mr. Ronnie Kurtz
Assistant Secretary Designate
Department of Housing and Urban Development

Dear Mr. Kurtz:

Thank you for testifying before the United States Senate Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs on September 4, 2025, at our hearing to consider nominations.

To complete the hearing record, we would appreciate your answers to the enclosed
questions by September 8, 2025, at 10:00AM. When formatting your response, please repeat the
question, then your answer, single spacing both question and answer. Please do not use all
capitals.

Send your reply to Mr. Evan Griffis, the Committee’s Chief Clerk. He will transmit
copies to the appropriate offices, including the Committee’s publications office. Due to current
procedures regarding Senate mail, it is recommended that you send replies via e-mail in a
Microsoft Word or PDF attachment to Evan_Grffis@banking.senate.gov.

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Mr. Griffis at (202) 224-5587.

Sincerely,

Tim Scott
Chairman
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Questions for Mr. Ronnie Kurtz, to be Assistant Secretary, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, from Ranking Member Elizabeth Warren:

Addressing Housing Supply

1. Do you support bipartisan Congressional efforts to help address the nation’s housing crisis,
such as the ROAD to Housing Act that passed the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs Committee with unanimous support?

RESPONSE: I support President Trump’s goals of expanding housing supply and
lowering the cost of housing! and, if confirmed, look forward to working with our
partners across the federal government and Congress on effective solutions and ways to
advance those goals. I appreciate Chairman Scott’s leadership and the Committee’s
work on the ROAD to Housing Act, but I cannot endorse specific legislation before the
President announces his position through a Statement of Administration Policy.

a. If enacted, would you faithfully implement bipartisan housing legislation and notify
Congress when there is a lack of HUD resources to implement the law?

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will comply fully and faithfully with the law and the
Constitution.

2. CPD administers many programs designed to preserve and increase the supply of affordable
housing units across the country, including the Housing Trust Fund (HTF), the HOME
Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program, and the Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing (PRO Housing).?

a. The HTF provides grants to states to build and preserve affordable rental housing for
low-income households, particularly the lowest-income households.? Do you support
protecting and expanding investments in the HTF? Would you oppose efforts to cut
or eliminate this fund?

RESPONSE: I am committed to achieving HUD’s mission to support access to
quality, affordable housing for the American people. I support President

! Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

2 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, “Housing Trust Fund,”
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/htf; U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,

“HOME Investment Partnerships Program,” https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/home; U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, “Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing: FY23 Award

Announcement,” https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/pro_housing/fy23awards.

3 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, “Housing Trust Fund,”
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/htf.
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Trump’s goals of expanding housing supply and lowering the cost of housing*
and, if confirmed, look forward to working with our partners across the federal
government and Congress on effective solutions and ways to advance those goals.

b. HOME is the largest block grant to states and localities to build and preserve
affordable housing, both for renters and homeowners.> Do you support protecting and
expanding investments in HOME? Would you oppose efforts to cut or eliminate this
program?

RESPONSE: I am committed to achieving HUD’s mission to support access to
quality, affordable housing for the American people. If confirmed, I look
forward to working with states and localities as they partner with local nonprofit
groups to ensure the creation of affordable housing for low-income households.
Secretary Turner has been clear that HUD will maximize every dollar to serve
the most vulnerable among us. Further, I support President Trump’s goals of
expanding housing supply and lowering the cost of housing® and, if confirmed,
look forward to working with our partners across the federal government and
Congress on effective solutions and ways to advance those goals.

c. The Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing (PRO Housing) program provides
grants to local communities that are actively taking steps to remove barriers to
increasing the supply of affordable housing.” Do you support protecting and
expanding investments in the PRO Housing program? Would you oppose efforts to
cut or eliminate these investments?

RESPONSE: Secretary Turner has said that HUD will evaluate all programs to
ensure they are fulfilling the mission of HUD and serving the American people in
the most efficient and effective manner possible. PRO Housing is a pilot
program that was first authorized in FY2023, with awards funded in 2024 and
2025. If confirmed, I would work to review the effectiveness and success of this
program. I support President Trump’s goals of expanding housing supply and
lowering the cost of housing® and, if confirmed, look forward to working with
our partners across the federal government and Congress on effective solutions

4 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

> U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, “HOME Investment Partnerships Program,”
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/home.

8 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

7 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, “Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing: FY23
Award Announcement,” https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/pro_housing/fy23awards.

8 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.
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and ways to advance those goals.
d. Will you oppose efforts to cut or eliminate funding to CDBG?

RESPONSE: Secretary Turner has said that HUD will evaluate all programs to
ensure they are fulfilling the mission of HUD and serving the American people in
the most efficient and effective manner possible. I will follow Secretary Turner’s
leadership in taking an inventory of all programs to ensure they are properly
using taxpayer resources to the maximum benefit of the American people.

3. The President’s Budget proposes eliminating the two largest CPD programs that you would
administer, HOME and CDBG. How will eliminating these programs help increase housing
supply and lower costs for Americans?

RESPONSE: I am committed to achieving HUD’s mission to support access to quality,
affordable housing for the American people. I support President Trump’s goals of
expanding housing supply and lowering the cost of housing® and, if confirmed, look
forward to working with our partners across the federal government and Congress on
effective solutions and ways to advance those goals. If confirmed, I will follow Secretary
Turner and President Trump’s leadership in pursuing Administration priorities.

4. What reforms do you believe need to be made to the CDBG and HOME programes,
respectively, and why?

RESPONSE: As I referenced in my confirmation hearing, my direct experience has
been that localities are faced with very onerous and duplicative requirements in order
to draw down HUD funding. If confirmed, I look forward to working with our state
and local partners across the nation and Congress on new and innovative solutions in
order to advance those goals. I will always take feedback and input from stakeholders
on ways to cut red tape and reform HUD programs to better serve the American
people.

5. What major development and planning projects did you oversee in your role as Head of
Planning and Community Development in Grovetown, Georgia?

RESPONSE: The largest project I oversaw was “Ferguson Farms,” consisting of 102
single-family homes. This development required multiple municipal land annexations,
rezonings, and zoning variations to bring to fruition, necessitating a robust public input
process. Additionally, I lead a comprehensive rewrite of the entire zoning code (see

9 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.
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below).

a. Did you direct or oversee any efforts to reform or rewrite the zoning code in
Grovetown? If so, what reforms did you implement to reduce the cost of housing
development and construction?

RESPONSE: Yes, I led a comprehensive rewrite of the zoning code that was
adopted in 2023.

Changes to the code included removing “form based code” standards that had
become an engineering burden for local developers; removing complicated
landscaping standards; allowing for removal of trees from undeveloped lots
without crushing financial penalties; altering requirements to allow for critical
development documents to be submitted electronically; and allowing for small
alterations of the zoning code to be granted administratively, rather than going
through the time-consuming and costly process of a Zoning Board or Planning
Commission hearing.

6. In 2019, then-HUD Secretary Carson stated, “[t]he correlation seems very strong: The more
zoning restrictions and regulations, the higher the prices and the more homeless people.”!? At
the same time, Project 2025, which Carson wrote, seems to support exclusionary zoning.

a. Do you agree with then-Secretary Carson’s assessment that zoning restrictions and
local regulatory barriers can exacerbate the housing shortage?

RESPONSE: Zoning decisions do impact the supply of housing, but zoning
decisions should be left to local communities. As I stated in my comments
during my confirmation hearing, every community is different and there is
nothing more intimate and personal to a community than the nature of its
housing stock. What works best in the City of Augusta may not be the right
solution in Columbia County, Georgia.

b. Do you agree with then-Secretary Carson’s assessment that higher housing prices and
a shortage of affordable housing increase homelessness?

RESPONSE: I agree that higher housing prices are one factor among many that
decreases the supply of affordable housing.

c. Should the federal government encourage states and localities to reduce unnecessary
regulatory barriers that prevent housing construction, as the Trump Administration

10 Minnesota Star Tribune, “U.S. Housing Secretary Ben Carson: More should follow Minneapolis and phase out
single-family zoning,” Marissa Evans, June 18, 2019, https://www.startribune.com/u-s-housing-secretary-ben-
carson-more-should-follow-minneapolis-and-phase-out-single-family-zoning/511485922.
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has previously called for?!!

RESPONSE: Yes. I support President Trump’s goals of expanding housing
supply and lowering the cost of housing!? and, if confirmed, look forward to
working with our partners across the federal government and Congress on
effective solutions and ways to advance those goals.

7. The homebuilding industry is becoming increasingly concentrated, with the top ten builders
accounting for over 42 percent of all new single-family home closings in 2023 compared to
8.7 percent in 1989.' Do you think that homebuilder consolidation is a problem? If so, what
policy solutions do you support to address it?

RESPONSE: A major inhibitor of new home construction is the effect of onerous and
unnecessary regulations and restrictions. HUD should pursue regulatory reform and
the reduction of unnecessary red tape and regulatory barriers to housing. Further, the
homebuilding industry has been impacted by many events within the last few decades,
both within and outside the housing market. Good governmental policy should seek to
build lasting public/private partnerships that are focused on driving up the supply of
housing and driving down housing costs.

8. The high cost of capital has created a serious problem for housing construction, driving up
expenses and stifling preservation and new development projects.'*

a. Do you believe that the federal government has a role to play in lowering the cost of
capital to increase the housing supply?

RESPONSE: HUD will always work with our partners across the federal
government and Congress to evaluate options to reduce the cost of housing. Out
of control spending led to runaway inflation and high interest rates, making
capital more expensive. Further, the Federal Reserve influences the housing
market through monetary policy. I support President Trump’s call for the
Federal Reserve to lower interest rates and thereby lower the cost of capital for
housing.

11 The White House, “Economic Report of the President,” February 2020, p. 269, https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/2020-ERP.pdf.

12 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

13 National Association of Home Builders, “Top Ten Builder Share Declines in 2023,” Aaron Wade, July 18, 2024,
https://eyeonhousing.org/2024/07/top-ten-builder-share-declines-in-2023/.

4 Knowledge Finder, “Emerging Trends in Real Estate Global Outlook 2024,” March 12, 2024,
https://knowledge.uli.org/en/reports/emerging-trends/2024/emerging-trends-in-real-estate-global-outlook-2024.
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b. If so, what are your recommendations for specific actions that the federal government
can take to address this problem? If not, why not?

RESPONSE: HUD will evaluate any recommendations to increase the supply of
housing and decrease costs. As I said during my confirmation hearing,
government regulation, even at the smallest levels, stifles development. HUD
should pursue regulatory reform and the reduction of unnecessary red tape and
regulatory barriers to housing. Further, I support President Trump’s call for the
Federal Reserve to lower interest rates and thereby lower the cost of capital for
housing. I also support President Trump’s goals of expanding housing supply
and lowering the cost of housing'® and, if confirmed, look forward to working
with our partners across the federal government and Congress on effective
solutions and ways to advance those goals.

9. According to the National Association of Home Builders, President Trump’s tariff war could
raise the cost of building a single-family home by $7,500 to $10,000.'¢ Indeed, house prices
increased year-over-year in the second quarter of 2025 as economic uncertainty under
President Trump has gridlocked home sale transactions—with “an increasing number of
homes...left gathering dust.”!”

a. Are you concerned about increased construction costs for homebuilders and how this
will impact our nation’s housing shortage?

RESPONSE: Housing costs are driven by a variety of inputs, not just supply
chains. The loss of manufacturing jobs to overseas is hugely detrimental. In
fact, five million manufacturing jobs were lost over the past 27 years — one of the
largest manufacturing job losses in U.S. history. Further, forty percent (40%) of
Opportunity Zones used to house titans of manufacturing. President Trump’s
economic policies will bring jobs back and America’s future will be American
made. Additionally, unnecessary regulations are a significant barrier to
building more housing that is affordable for working families. We will review
and eliminate regulatory burdens within HUD’s jurisdiction, including those
that impact the construction of manufactured housing.

15 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

16 National Association of Home Builders, “NAHB Secures Lumber Inclusion in Delay of Mexican and Canadian
Tariffs,” March 7, 2025, https://www.nahb.org/blog/2025/03/canada-mexico-tariffs-delayed-higher-lumber-prices-
still-likely/.

17 FHFA, “U.S. House Price Index Report - 2025 Q2,” August 26, 2025, https://www.fhfa.gov/reports/house-price-
index/2025/2; See also Realtor.com, “Housing Market Grinds to a Halt in Late-Summer Doldrums,” Snejana
Farberov, September 4, 2025, https://www.realtor.com/news/trends/housing-market-late-summer-weekly-report-

september-2025/.
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b. What steps will HUD take to help homebuilders and Americans who are locked out of

their dreams of homeownership?

RESPONSE: Out of control spending led to runaway inflation and high interest
rates. President Trump’s plan to strengthen the economy will make housing
more affordable. I support President Trump’s goals of expanding housing
supply and lowering the cost of housing'® and, if confirmed, look forward to
working with our partners across the federal government and Congress on
effective solutions and ways to advance those goals.

10. President Trump has suggested that undocumented immigrants are to blame for America’s
housing crisis and called for mass deportations.!® At the same time, roughly 30 percent of
construction workers in America are immigrants,?’ and economists have found that mass
deportation would reduce the supply of skilled construction workers by 1.5 million, driving
up the cost of housing even further.?!

a. Do you believe that undocumented immigrants are the primary cause of housing
unaffordability? Please provide data to explain your position.

RESPONSE: With respect to this question and this subpart, I would say that
the decision by the Biden Administration to allow more than 10 million illegal

aliens to enter our country absolutely affected America’s housing supply.

b. Do you support mass deportation as a solution to the housing crisis? Please provide
data to explain your position.

RESPONSE: I support enforcing the law.
Addressing Homelessness

11. Do you believe that localities should have final say over their housing policies?

a. Do you believe it is appropriate for the federal government to overrule localities when

18 Delivering Emergency Price Relief for American Families and Defeating the Cost-of-Living Crisis, The White
House, January 20, 2025.

19 New York Times, “Trump Blames Immigrant Surge for Housing Crisis. Most Economists Disagree,” Jeanne
Smialek, Lydia DePillis, and Natasha Rodriguez, October 11, 2024,

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/1 1/business/economy/trump-housing-crisis-deportations.html.

20 American Immigration Council, “Mass Deportation: Devastating Costs to America, Its Budget and Economy,”
October 2, 2024, https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/mass-deportation.

21 Id; CNN Business, “Here’s how mass deportations could change the housing market,” Samantha Kelouya and

Julia Vargas Jones, November 19, 2024, https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/19/economy/new-home-undocumented-
immigrants-trump/index.html.
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there is disagreement over their housing policies?

RESPONSE: With respect to this question and its subpart, I support the concept
of federalism, and I commit to always uphold the law and the Constitution.

12. Do you believe a principal cause of homelessness is the lack of affordable housing?

RESPONSE: I believe the lack of affordable housing is one factor among many
contributing to the cause of homelessness.

13. CPD has not issued any official guidance regarding grantee compliance with the President’s
Executive Order on homelessness, despite the impact on CPD programs. Will you commit to
providing immediate clarity, including guidance, to direct compliance with the EO?

RESPONSE: On July 24, President Trump issued his Executive Order No. 14321,
Ending Crime and Disorder on America's Streets,” representing the beginning of an
historic effort to make America safer and end homelessness. I support the President’s
agenda and, if confirmed, look forward to working with our partners across the federal
government and Congress on effective solutions and ways to advance the goals set forth
in the President’s Executive Order.

14. How do you think we should leverage lessons learned from the HUD-VASH program, which
has successfully curbed veteran homelessness, to help address homelessness more broadly?

a. Are there any other federal, state, or local interventions to reduce homelessness that
you are interested in expanding? Please share evidence of the success of such
interventions in reducing homelessness.

RESPONSE: With respect to this question and its subpart, I would say that of
the many failed policies of the Biden Administration, its homelessness policies
rank among its worst failures. Change is needed to reverse the growing trend of
homelessness in our nation. Participants taking part in robust wraparound
behavioral health services is a large part of the success of the HUD-VASH
program. Simply rehousing people, without addressing the root causes of
homelessness has proven to be costly, ineffective, and inhumane to the most
vulnerable Americans. Supportive services to treat the mental health crisis and
drug addiction crisis are crucial. If confirmed, I plan to inventory every HUD
homelessness program to ensure it is delivering on the mission it was set out to
achieve, in the most cost effective and efficient manner possible, while serving
those who utilize the program.

22 See Ending Crime and Disorder on America's Streets, Executive Order No. 14321, at
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/29/2025-14391/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets

8
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Housing First is a proven, evidence-based approach to ending homelessness that includes 1)
rehousing people who are homeless and then 2) offers voluntary supportive services, such as
job training, mental health services, and other assistance, to help with long-term stability.
The U.S. government first adopted this method under President George W. Bush and has
since been embraced by every Presidential administration, except the Trump Administration.
Do you support Housing First policies? If not, why not?

RESPONSE: With homelessness at an all-time high, it is clear that Housing First has
not been the answer to ending homelessness across our country. Simply rehousing
people, without addressing the root causes of homelessness has proven to be costly,
ineffective, and inhumane to the most vulnerable Americans. Supportive services to
treat the mental health crisis and drug addiction crisis are crucial. HUD will always
work with our partners across the federal government and Congress to address
homelessness.

What strategies and programs for preventing and reducing homelessness do you consider
most effective? Please include evidence for your reasoning.

RESPONSE: Simply rehousing people, without addressing the root causes of
homelessness has proven to be costly, ineffective, and inhumane to the most vulnerable
Americans. Supportive services to treat the mental health crisis and drug addiction
crisis are crucial. HUD will always work with our partners across the federal
government and Congress to address homelessness.

Do you support expanding access to voluntary supportive services for people experiencing
homelessness, such as mental health services and substance use counseling? If so, how do
you plan to provide for this increased access?

RESPONSE: See response to #16 immediately above.

What about the CoC NOFO process in the past few years do you view as successful, and
what would you change? Please explain your reasoning.

RESPONSE: As I said in my confirmation hearing, and in my direct experience,
localities in Georgia and elsewhere are faced with very onerous and duplicative of
requirements in order to draw down funding. If confirmed, I plan to inventory every
HUD homelessness program to ensure it is delivering on the mission it was set out to
achieve, in the most cost effective and efficient manner possible.

Under what circumstances do you support creating “tent cities” and government-sanctioned
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encampments, as President Trump has proposed??’

RESPONSE: On July 24, President Trump issued his Executive Order No. 14321,
Ending Crime and Disorder on America's Streets,” representing the beginning of an
historic effort to make America safer and end homelessness. I support the President’s
agenda and, if confirmed, look forward to working with our partners across the federal
government and Congress on effective solutions and ways to advance the goals set forth
in the President’s Executive Order.

Natural Disasters and Climate Resilience

20. Do you believe that HUD should continue to assist communities with preparing and

21.

responding to natural disasters? If so, would you oppose efforts to cut that assistance?

RESPONSE: As Secretary Turner has said, HUD is committed to helping Americans
recover from natural disasters and a key part of our commitment is streamlining
outdated and cumbersome processes to ensure there is no delay in providing critical
resources to the communities we are called to serve.

Do you support the permanent authorization of the Community Development Block Grant
Disaster Recovery program (CDBG-DR)?

RESPONSE: CDBG-DR has received over $100 billion in appropriations for disaster
recovery since the 1990s and plays a significant role in long-term disaster recovery for
states and localities. The lack of permanent authorization by Congress for HUD’s
primary disaster recovery program creates delays and added bureaucracy. If
confirmed, I would commit to following Secretary Turner’s lead and working with
Congress on the details and specifics of permanent CDBG-DR authorization.

22. Under what circumstances should HUD delay, withhold, or suspend disaster recovery funds

23

from reaching disaster-impacted communities?

RESPONSE: HUD is committed to supporting communities impacted by disasters,
while ensuring taxpayer dollars being used to support recovery efforts are being used in
accordance with the law.

. Do you support repealing HUD initiatives to mitigate the effects of natural disasters on

housing stock?

2 NBC News, “Trump says he’ll ban homeless camping, create ‘tent cities’,” Olympia Sonnier and Ben Kamisar,
April 19, 2023, https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/trump-says-ban-homeless-camping-
create-tent-cities-rcna80480.

24 See Ending Crime and Disorder on America's Streets, Executive Order No. 14321, at
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/29/2025-14391/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets

10


https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/trump-says-ban-homeless-camping-create-tent-cities-rcna80480
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/trump-says-ban-homeless-camping-create-tent-cities-rcna80480

24.

25.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Nomination Hearing for Mr. Ben Hobbs, Mr. Ronnie Kurtz, Dr. Stephen Miran, Mr.
Christopher Pilkerton, and Mr. Jonathan Burke
September 4, 2025

RESPONSE: I support repealing regulations that have created unnecessary costs and
delays in allowing our country to build housing.

Given the importance of HUD’s CDBG-DR as a source of long-term disaster recovery
funding, what steps will your office take to ensure these dollars actually reach communities
that desperately need them?

RESPONSE: HUD is committed to supporting communities impacted by disasters,
while ensuring taxpayer dollars being used to support recovery efforts are being used in
accordance with the law.

As HUD Assistant Secretary, what would you do to address the rising cost of property
insurance and the increasing unavailability of such insurance due to climate-related natural
disasters?%

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will use every tool at my disposal to improve access to
affordable homes for Americans. I look forward to working with our partners across
the federal government, in Congress, and in state and local governments to ensure that
homeowners are able to access the insurance products they need to protect their

property.

Fair Housing

26.

27.

If confirmed as Assistant Secretary for CPD, how do you plan to uphold your legal
responsibilities to comply—and to ensure grantees comply—with federal civil rights laws,
including the Fair Housing Act?

a. How do you plan to ensure CPD grant programs are affirmatively furthering fair
housing, as required under the Fair Housing Act?

RESPONSE: In response to the question and subsection, I commit to always
following the Fair Housing Act and all Civil Rights laws.

Do you commit to reporting to the HUD Secretary and to the Department of Justice when
you have reason to believe that CPD-administered funds are being utilized in ways that
violate fair housing and civil rights laws?

a. For example, if you learn that a locality’s funds are not reaching individuals or
communities on an equal basis, or are resulting in disparate impacts on protected

2> New York Times, “Insurers Are Deserting Homeowners as Climate Shocks Worsen,” Christopher Flavelle,
December 18, 2024, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/12/18/climate/insurance-non-renewal-climate-
crisis.html.
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classes of individuals, what will you do to address it? What will you do if a grantee
ignores corrective measures?

RESPONSE: In response to the question and subsection, I commit to always
following the Fair Housing Act and all Civil Rights laws.

28. Do you support HUD’s “English-only” efforts that include the elimination of all translated
legal documents and housing materials?

a. Are you aware that industry stakeholders utilize HUD-translated materials and that
eliminating such materials could have an adverse effect on economic activity and
entrepreneurship?

RESPONSE: In response to the question and subsection, I support President
Trump’s Executive Order and will commit to always following the Fair Housing
Act and all Civil Rights laws.

b. Are you aware that the Fair Housing Act protects fair and equal access to housing
opportunities, including on the basis of national origin, which includes for non-
English speakers?

RESPONSE: See above.

c. Are you aware that under the Fair Housing Act, HUD grantees are required to ensure
fair and equal access to housing opportunities for all, including on the basis of
national origin, which includes for non-English speakers? How will you ensure that
grantees of CPD funds are complying with this requirement?

RESPONSE: See above.

29. In response to an executive order claiming to ban the use of the common-sense legal tool
known as “disparate impact,” HUD is planning to roll back Fair Housing Act regulations that
prohibit housing providers from implementing policies and engaging in practices that have a
disproportionate impact on groups protected under the Fair Housing Act. If confirmed, what
is your plan to uphold fair housing compliance, including with the disparate impact standard,
and protect affordable housing opportunities through the Office of CPD?

RESPONSE: I commit to always following the Fair Housing Act and all Civil Rights
laws.

HUD Staffing, Resources, and Management

30. Given your lack of experience managing an organization of CPD’s size, how do you plan on
ensuring that you are running the agency as well as possible?
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RESPONSE: In my experience as a leader in city government and my current role in
the federal government, I find that building a dedicated team with a wide background
of expertise is the best way to accomplish a mission. If confirmed, I look forward to
working with the talented, accomplished career professionals and political appointees
who are already serving in HUD’s Office of Community Planning and Development.

31. The Office of CPD has lost staff through the DOGE cuts and concerted effort to push out
career staff. Have you assessed whether these staff cuts have impaired grant implementation
and CPD’s compliance with statutory or regulatory obligations?

RESPONSE: I am not currently serving at the Department, but if confirmed, my first
objective would be to take an inventory of the office to ensure it is executing its mission
in an efficient and effective manner. I am committed to always upholding the law and
the Constitution.

a. Ihave heard from CPD grant recipients about significant delays in responses to
inquiries or requests for assistance. How will you reduce these delays?

RESPONSE: HUD has multiple customer service options, both live and online
listed on the HUD.gov/ContactUs page. If confirmed, I look forward to taking
inventory of existing resources and examining how best to marshal those
resources and to reforming and streamlining how CPD does business so as to
maximize its outreach in the most efficient ways possible and, thereby, most
effectively engage taxpayer dollars.

b. Would you consider an increase in hiring if an assessment reveals that staff capacity
is hindering statutory or regulatory compliance, or the ability of CPD staff to
effectively assist grant recipients?

RESPONSE: I commit to ensuring HUD best maximizes the agency’s budget
and ensures all programs, processes and personnel are working together to

advance the purpose of the department and deliver on fulfilling our mission.

32. Will you respect the work of career staff? How will you navigate working with the HUD
federal employee unions?

RESPONSE: I will always respect the work of HUD’s career professionals.
General Policy
33. Do you acknowledge that, if confirmed, it would be your responsibility for ensuring that all

program funds under PIH’s purview are administered lawfully, and that knowingly executing
unlawful directives would violate your oath of office?
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38.

39.
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RESPONSE: I commit to always uphold the law and the Constitution.

If confirmed, will you ensure all CPD-administered appropriations will be fully allocated to
Tribes and grantees, without diversion, withholding, or redirection by the Department?

RESPONSE: See above.

If confirmed, will you commit to obligating and releasing all program funds under CPD’s
purview in compliance with statutory deadlines and congressional intent, regardless of
administrative preferences or interpretation?

RESPONSE: See above.

Do you recognize that the Impoundment Control Act prohibits the Executive Branch from
withholding appropriated funds, and, if confirmed, will you refuse to implement unlawful
impoundments of CPD funds?

RESPONSE: See above.

Do you agree that appropriations are not optional policy guidance but binding law, and, if
confirmed, will you administer programs consistent with those obligations?

RESPONSE: See above.

If confirmed, will you commit to working with the Secretary of HUD and OMB to ensure
that housing grants will not be conditioned on compliance with unrelated administration
policy priorities or political objectives?

RESPONSE: See above.

If confirmed, will you commit to full cooperation with both the Majority and Minority
Members of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee, HUD’s Inspector
General, and the Government Accountability Office on oversight matters?

RESPONSE: See above.

The administration is instructing CPD grantees to remove any references to DEI or DEI
programs in their action plans. In your experience as Grovetown’s Director of Planning &
Community Development, did you oversee any programs with DEI components? How does
removing these types of programs help low- and moderate-income communities that CPD
programs serve access housing or lower their housing costs?

RESPONSE: I commit to always uphold the law and the Constitution, including Title
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VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Committee Questionnaire

41.

42.

Under Committee rules, you are required to provide true and correct responses to all
questions in the Committee’s questionnaire. Can you confirm that you have provided
complete, true, and correct answers to all of the Committee’s questions in the questionnaire?

RESPONSE: To the best of my knowledge, all of the responses I have provided have
been true and correct.

The Committee questionnaire requires you to list all of the formal speeches, presentations
(e.g., PowerPoint), and public statements you have delivered during the past ten years which
are on topics relevant to the position for which you have been nominated, including dates and
name of the forum you delivered the speech, presentation, or public statement. The
questionnaire also requires you, if available, to provide the Committee with one digital copy
of each formal speech, presentation, and public statement, and if text is no longer available,
list the date, place, and organization or group to whom you made the speech or presentation.
Can you confirm that you have provided complete, true, and correct disclosures in response
to the Committee’s requirements?

RESPONSE: To the best of my knowledge, all of the responses I have provided have
been true and correct.

Nomination

43.

44,

45.

During or leading up to the selection of your nomination, did anyone on the Trump
campaign, transition team, or other closely related entity approach you about your loyalty to
President-elect Trump? Did you sign a loyalty pledge or other similar oath?

RESPONSE: The oath I have pledged is one to uphold the Constitution of the United
States of America. I support the President and am honored that he nominated me for
this role.

During or leading up to the selection of your nomination, did you discuss Project 2025 with
any officials directly or associated with the Heritage Foundation? If so, please explain.

RESPONSE: I am and will always be committed to maintaining confidentiality in my
conversations with you, other elected officials, policy makers and their advisors / staff

unless there is a legal responsibility to the contrary.

Please provide a comprehensive list of the people who approached you about joining the
administration.
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RESPONSE: See response to #44 above.
46. Did any person provide advice to you, oral or written, on your responses to these questions?
If so, please provide a comprehensive list of the individuals or organizations that provided

assistance.

RESPONSE: My responses to these questions were reviewed under the customary
practices of recent administrations.

Congressional Oversight and Whistleblower Protection

47. If confirmed, will you commit to making yourself and any other politically appointed
employee of HUD available to provide testimony (including but not limited to briefings,
hearings, and transcribed interviews) to the Committee on any matter within its jurisdiction,

upon the request of either the Chair or Ranking Member?

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will work with the committee to make myself and
employees of HUD available to the Committee as appropriate.

48. If confirmed, will you commit to fully complying with all information requests from me and
responding to those requests in a timely manner?

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will respond to requests for information as appropriate.

49. If confirmed, do you intend to respond to congressional information requests differently
depending on who is making the request?

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will respond to requests for information as appropriate.
50. If confirmed, will you commit to complying with any federal protections for whistleblowers?
RESPONSE: Yes.
Public Integrity

51. Will you commit to recuse yourself from any matters involving your former employers or
clients for 4 years while serving as HUD Assistant Secretary?

RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will comply fully and faithfully with all obligations under
the ethics laws.

52. For at least 4 years after leaving HUD, will you not seek employment or compensation from

(1) any entity that you personally and substantially interacted with in your role as HUD
Assistant Secretary and (2) from any entity that lobbies HUD?
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RESPONSE: If confirmed, I will comply fully and faithfully with all obligations under
the ethics laws.

17





