TIM SCOTT, SQUTH CAROLINA, CHAIRMAN
ELIZABETH WARREN, MASSACHUSETTS, RANKING MEMBER

MIKE CRAPO, IDAHO JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

MIKE ROUNDS, SOUTH DAKOTA MARK R. WARNER, VIRGINIA

THOM TILLIS, NORTH CAROLINA CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND

JOHN KENNEDY, LOUISIANA CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO, NEVADA .

BILL HAGERTY, TENNESSEE TINA SMITH, MINNESOTA

CYNTHIA LUMMIS, WYOMING RAPHAEL G, WARNCCK, GEORGIA nl E a Es Ena E
KATIE BOYD BRITT, ALABAMA ANDY KIM, NEVY JERSEY

PETE RICKETTS, NEBRASKA RUBEN GALLEGO, ARIZONA

JIM BANKS, INDIANA LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER, DELAWARE COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND
KEVIN CRAMER, NORTH DAKOTA ANGELA D. ALSOBROOKS, MARYLAND URBAN AFFAIRS

BERMIE MORENO, OHIO
DAVID McCORMICK, PENNSYLVANIA

CATHERINE FUCHS, STAFF DIRECTOR
JON DONENBERG, DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6075

December 3, 2025

The Honorable Howard Lutnick
Secretary

Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Lutnick:

I am writing to express concern following recent reports that the Trump Administration may
undermine our national and economic security by allowing the export of NVIDIA’s H200 Al
chips to the People’s Republic of China (PRC, China).' This news comes a few months after the
Department of Commerce resumed exports of NVIDIA’s H20—an advanced Al chip “designed
specifically for China”—following NVIDIA’s lobbying the Trump Administration for access to
the PRC market.> Lawmakers in Congress and across the political spectrum raised objections
about allowing NVIDIA to sell its advanced H20s chips to the PRC.? Because H200 chips are
“more powerful than the H20 processor,” and their sale to PRC firms “would constitute a
significant easing of US trade restrictions,” I urge you to stop ignoring the input of bipartisan
members of Congress and your own experts in order to cut deals that trade away America’s
national security.

Because the H200 and similarly capable AI processors will power the next generation of Al
models and applications, PRC firms are pushing hard for access to build next-generation military
and surveillance technologies.” Construction firms in the PRC are building data centers and
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supercomputing sites with the hope of installing over 100,000 NVIDIA chips.® PRC firms like
DeepSeek have made clear that there is demand for NVIDIA’s advanced Al chips: their CEO
said that the ban of AI chip shipments was his biggest problem.” Meeting this demand would
come directly at the expense of U.S. start-ups, universities, and national labs that are competing
for the same limited supply of advanced chips.® This demand is why smugglers divert advanced
Al chips to the PRC using opaque front companies and distributors.’ Last month, the Department
of Justice indicted individuals for attempting to smuggle the exact same chips that the Trump
Administration is now considering allowing for sale.'

The Department of Commerce should not greenlight the sale of chips that the Trump
Administration’s Department of Justice warns are being sought by the PRC to develop Al for
“military modernization efforts and in connection with the design and testing of weapons of mass
destruction and deployment of advanced Al surveillance tools.”'' NVIDIA’s H20 was only
recently approved for sale to the PRC, and is the most powerful Al chip that the United States
has ever sold to the country.'? Allowing NVIDIA to export the H200, an even more advanced
chip, risks powering the PRC’s surveillance, censorship, and military applications.” Tt will
supercharge PRC firms, at the expense of American startups, businesses, workers, and national
security. The Department’s weakening of export controls is a threat to both our national and
economic security.

5> Reuters, “Exclusive: DeepSeek aids China’s military and evaded export controls, US official says,” Michael
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I am also deeply troubled by the lack of transparency on how the Department makes export
decisions. The American public deserves to know that decisions with profound national-security
and economic consequences are by a deliberate, fact-based process, rather than at donor dinners
at Mar-a-Lago or in closed-door meetings with President Xi Jinping.'"* This is especially true
given NVIDIA’s persistent effort to leverage its market power and political influence to bend
public policy to fit its own private interests."

We should not allow Big Tech firms like NVIDIA to sell sensitive technology to governments
that do not share our values and open ourselves to the risk that these technologies will be used
against American service members, workers, and our long-term economic and national security.
If we fail to enforce export controls consistently and seriously, and fail to ensure that American
startups and other businesses have access to advanced chips, we risk giving away our
technological edge. I urge you to act quickly to protect U.S. economic and national security by
limiting the sale of NVIDIA’s advanced Al chips to the PRC.

Sincerely,
ElizAbeth Warren Kndy Kim
Ranking Member United States Senator

Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs
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