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Kevin Hassett Russell Vought

Director, National Economic Council Director

The White House Office of Management and Budget
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 725 17th StNW

Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20503

Mark Calabria

Chief Statistician of the United States
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th StNW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Hassett, Director Vought, and Mr. Calabria:

In light of the Administration’s numerous attacks on transparent economic data, we write with
questions regarding the Administration’s plans to implement changes to economic data
collection, analyses, and reporting.

On Friday, the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) announced that it would be delaying its release
of the Consumer Expenditure Survey, an annual report that the agency describes as the only
“federal household survey to provide information on the complete range of consumers’
expenditures and incomes.”' BLS provided an explanation for this delay only today and reported
that they would be releasing the data on October 30, more than a month later than it was initially
set to be published.” This is critical data; it is used by BLS to weight the monthly Consumer Price
Index, adjusting how heavily different goods and services count in inflation measurements that
inform Federal Reserve decisions on interest rates affecting every American’s mortgage and
savings.’

The news underscores how strained our federal statistical agencies have become. Rather than
strengthening these agencies, the Trump Administration has spent the last eight months calling
into question the integrity of U.S. economic data, while simultaneously undermining the tools in
place to improve data accuracy and public trust.

Federal economic statistics serve as the bedrock of our economy. Companies rely on this
information for hiring, expansion, and strategic planning decisions that drive job creation and
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economic growth.* Government programs use economic data for distributing federal assistance
and Social Security payments affecting more than 70 million Americans.® Financial markets
depend on this data, which “underpins the pricing for trillions of dollars in assets globally,”* and
the Federal Reserve uses the data to inform monetary policy decisions that affect every
American’s economic well-being.” The data is also critical to our international credibility, as
foreign investors hold one-third of all U.S. Treasuries.® Any erosion of confidence in the federal
government’s data threatens to destabilize markets, reduce investment, and undermine America’s
economic leadership globally.

On August 1, after the July 2025 Employment Situation report showed that 258,000 fewer jobs
were added to the U.S. economy in prior months than initially reported, President Trump made
the unprecedented decision to fire the BLS Commissioner, Dr. Erika McEntarfer. The President
accused Commissioner McEntarfer of “rigging” and “faking” the data and announced her
termination via social media.’ These allegations were made without any supporting evidence and
disregarded expert consensus that Commissioner McEntarfer — who was confirmed by an
overwhelming bipartisan Senate vote, including support from Vice President Vance' — had no
opportunity to manipulate the data." President Trump’s decision to fire Commissioner
McEntarfer represents a departure from over a century of statistical independence and has
alarmed economists and former BLS Commissioners from both parties, who warn that it
threatens public trust and the quality of data that is essential for public and private sector
decision-making."
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Since then, the Administration has intensified their assault on data integrity. On September 5,
ahead of the last monthly jobs report, President Trump told reporters that “[t]he real number that
[he’s] talking about...will be in a year from now,”" suggesting that monthly releases on
unemployment data in the forthcoming year would not be accurate. That same day, Commerce
Secretary Lutnick said on CNBC that BLS employment data will “get better”” once you “take out
the people who are just trying to create noise against the president.” implying that jobs data is
somehow political.'* On September 9, when the BLS published its preliminary benchmark
revisions — a standard, annual process — Secretary of Labor Chavez-Deremer undermined them,
stating that the revisions “giv[e] the American people even more reason to doubt the integrity of
the data being published by the BLS.”" This list could go on as several Administration officials,
including Treasury Secretary Bessent, Director of the National Economic Council Kevin Hassett,
and Council of Economic Advisers Chair and Federal Reserve Governor Stephen Miran, have
expressed similar sentiments encouraging distrust in economic data.

There is no evidence supporting the Administration’s allegations of political manipulation. The
monthly jobs report is compiled by career statisticians using standardized protocols, and the
commissioner is uninvolved in drafting estimates or revisions.'® Revisions are routine due to the
survey methodology used to calculate the monthly estimates, and similar revisions have occurred
under multiple administrations.” While initial survey response rates have declined from roughly
60% to 45% in recent years due to disruptions during the COVID-19 pandemic, data revisions
since 2022 remain consistent with historical norms, demonstrating that statistical processes have
remained robust despite operational constraints.'®* Moreover, response rates in recent months have
not been out of the ordinary compared to post-pandemic trends."

BLS and other statistical agencies — including the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) and the
Census Bureau — have a responsibility to strengthen data collection processes, but have been
strained by chronic resource shortfalls.* Budget growth has not kept pace with rising operational
costs, forcing these agencies to contend with aging technology.”’ Meanwhile, staffing shortages
stemming from Trump’s federal hiring freeze have impaired the agencies’ data collection
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processes, including for inflation measurement.”? The Administration has also eliminated
economic advisory committees that help BLS and BEA adapt statistical methods to economic
changes — an action that counteracts the kind of modernization for which National Economic
Council Director Kevin Hassett recently advocated to improve data quality.” If the
Administration is serious about improving the quality of economic data, they should ensure that
federal statistics agencies have the appropriate resources to modernize statistical methods and
increase survey response rates.

Businesses, families, and investors all rely on the federal government’s high quality economic
data to make decisions that are critical to our economic security and financial stability. Any
attempts by the Trump Administration to distort it will have serious consequences for every
American.

In an effort to understand the scope of your role and responsibility for improving data quality and
public trust in federal economic data, please provide written responses by October 6, 2025 to the
following questions:

1. On September 5, ahead of the last monthly jobs report, President Trump told reporters
that “the real number that [he’s] talking about...will be in a year from now,” implying
that jobs data published for the next year will be inaccurate. Do you agree with the
implications of this statement? Whether you agree or disagree, provide recommendations
for how policymakers, businesses, and global investors should interpret economic data
between now and “a year from now.”

2. Which individuals at BLS made the decision to postpone the release of the annual
Consumer Expenditure Survey?
a. Was any other Trump Administration official — at the White House or elsewhere —
involved in the BLS’ decision to delay the release?
b. How will the postponement affect the reliability of CPI data and other economic
data that rely on the Consumer Expenditure Survey?

3. How will the Administration ensure federal statistical agencies receive adequate
resources for modernization and accurate data collection?

2! The Friends of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, FY26 Appropriations Request for BLS, May 7, 2025,
https://www.friendsofbls.org/updates/2025/5/7/fy-2026-appropriations-request-for-bls.
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4. What steps will be taken to ensure public confidence in federal economic statistics?

5. Will the Administration commit to not interfering with economic data? Specifically, will
you confirm that political appointees will not alter, adjust, or manipulate statistics, and
will leave data collection to nonpartisan statistical experts?

6. How does the Administration plan to address survey response rate challenges without

undermining data quality?

The integrity of America’s economic data is fundamental to our economic prosperity and global
leadership — it is not a partisan issue. We urge immediate action to address these concerns and

protect the statistical infrastructure that underpins our economy.
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